ARPA Advocacy call script:
Use this as a guide for your conversation, but feel free to personalize it and ad lib.

If your call goes to voicemail: 
Hi Rep/Senator ____,
My name is ____, and I am calling from [your agency/community] to discuss the dire workforce crisis that is creating a crisis of access to care in the health and human service industry. Rhode Island children and families rely upon a skilled and available workforce to live safe and healthy lives in our community.  This workforce crisis must be addressed urgently or it may further undermine the safety of our community. I’m calling on you to get the General Assembly back to work to approve Governor McKee’s proposed solutions.  Thank you for your time!  I can be contacted at [your number or email, if you’d like to be contacted].


[bookmark: _GoBack]If you get through:
Hi Rep/Senator ____,
My name is ____, and I am calling from [your agency/community] to discuss the dire workforce crisis that is creating a crisis of access to care in the health and human service industry. Could I take 10 minutes of your time?
If no - Is there a time I could call you back to speak more about this urgent issue?
If yes - Great thank you so much (tell story about your organization/your work/your family or utilize below summary)
Rhode Island children with developmental disabilities and behavioral health conditions, families who need childcare, and so many more rely upon a skilled and available workforce to live safe and healthy lives in our community. The health and human service industry employs this workforce and provides those critical supports.

Without a skilled and available workforce, children with behavioral health conditions needing treatment and supports won't have it--infants and toddlers with developmental delays won’t receive Early Intervention services--- and individuals suffering with addictions won’t have treatment options.  The pandemic has made the already-existing problems in the delivery system worse.  This workforce crisis must be addressed aggressively and urgently or it may further undermine the safety of our community and the viability of the industry that supports thousands of Rhode Islanders.

Do you support calling the General Assembly back to work to approve Governor McKee’s proposed solutions?
If no - I’m sorry to hear that. Could you share a bit more about your reservation?
Do you have any questions I can answer?
If yes - Excellent! Thank you so much for your support!
No matter how they respond - Thank you so much for your time and consideration. Have a great day!
